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My heart is overwhelmed with joy to see the publication of the first issue of this magazine,
which is my brainchild. What delights me most is that this magazine is the work of a group of
foreign students in CCNU with unrivalled talents and abilities. They epitomize the rich intellectual
and creative acumen of the diverse foreign students who have chosen to study in CCNU. We
believe in affording our students the opportunity to develop and give practical effect to their
knowledge, skills and abilities. This magazine, produced by an editorial team of students, is a
testimony of how far we have come in this quest. The content of this magazine is very rich, and
the articles it carries are both intellectually and emotionally stimulating. Through words and
graphics, it embodies the beauty of life in CCNU. | hope that through this magazine, readers both
at home and abroad will see the endless opportunities that Central China Normal University offers
its students to develop and meet the demands of this ever changing world.

Thanks to my colleague and Assistant, Mr. Chen Nan, teachers, as well as the Editorial
Board whose labour and wisdom | cannot quantify. My heartfelt blessings go to all students in
Central China Normal University. ‘Always CCNU’ tells our story. Every picture and every word
will tell you why our students always say "NORTH, SOUTH, EAST AND WEST, CCNU IS THE
BEST".
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It is the will of the Creator for me to be part of the rich, unsullied and dynamic
history of the College of International Cultural Exchange, CCNU. In 2009, | was part
of the first badge of international students to be admitted at MTCSOL. Then, we
were allocated in a guesthouse in eastern CCNU. One vear later, dorm 6 was
completed. Both dorm 5 and 6 accommodated 1604 students from 133 countries as
at 2010. | graduated after 2 years of comprehensive study, which helped deepened
my knowledge and shaped my worldview significantly. | returned to CCNU in 2011 to
further my studies for PhD. | have no regrets for my choice of CCNU. CCNU
represents my past, present and future. Always CCNU has been my best choice.

The growth of CCNU in both infrastructure and programs has benefited many
students from different nations. More and more interational students get to attend
classes and write their thesis in English at CCNU. Though many of them do not speak
in Chinese, they enjoy their life here; they even participate actively in school activities.

The university is always a lovely place to learn and have fun. Thanks to my
team who worked tirelessly to make the publication of this magazine possible. |
always believe that we create memory and sense of belonging through participating.
We gain while we dive in.

Eﬁ:é%b

Chief Editor: Lee Ling
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On 23" May, 2015, the 3” GuiZi Mountain International Cultural
Festival was successfully held at CCNU. The glamour and artistry
of ancient cultures were put on show in a tantalizing display of
humanity’'s universal evolution by international students from
various countries in CCNU. From Asia, through Europe, America,
Australia to Africa, the beauty and thrill of human and cultural
diversity were blended in an electrifying atmosphere to keep both
participants and visitors excited for a whole day. Five awards were
given to deserving participants at the end of the day.

The 3™ GuiZi Mountain International Cultural Festival
Welcome to the
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The 2™ Hubei International
Students Cultural and Art Performance
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Hubei Province is home to an ever growing world of cultural diversity.
This was displayed on May 23, 2015 when Central China Normal
University hosted “The Second Hubei International Students Cultural and
Art Performance” in the university's Open—Air Cinema.

International students from over 60 different countries and 14
universities in the Hubei province performed a variety of shows such as
dancing, singing, magic tricks, sketch and martial arts that displayed
different talents, costumes and the cultures of those
different countr 6 of the 18 shows were
performed by intemational students from Central
China Normal University.

The charming hosts, the sound, screen and
light effects created a unique experience that was
warmly applauded by the audience throughout the
night.

The performances were very successful and
showed the spirit of friendship and also promoted
the development of international students' education
in Hubei.
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These are the names of international students
who gained honors:

e

GholamrrrrezaZourmand ( 888 )

Donny WiraYudhakKusuma ( ENf2 )
BFE Noni Nurnazarudin ( EDf2 )

Dinh Cong Tan (#4F)

Hoang Anh Dung ( #iFg)

Mai Thu Hoai ( #F3 )
YuniwatiPrayino (EIf2)
T SowitaSefriwahdina ( EPfE )
Ferra Swastika ( ENf8)
Angelina, Wiranatakhosasmara ( EDfE )

CICE TEAM EMERGED RUNNER-UP IN THE UNIVERSITY

BADMINTON TOURNAMENT
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Badminton remains one of the most popularly
patronized sporting activities in CCNU. This vyear,
CCNU organized the sixth "City Ring Cup" badminton
competition. For the first time in the history of the
badminton tournament in the school, international
students took part. Competing under the name
International Students Team, the international students’
contingent defied the odds and reached the final and
eventually placed second in the competition.

The final was held on April 26th, at the YouMing
stadium. The competition was divided into the men's
singles; women's singles; men's doubles etc. During the
competition, the international students’ team offensively
and defensively challenged strong opponents. They
were wonderful scenes such as pulling and culling the
balls to the delight of the audience.

CCNU GOING

Beyond Borders!
B3RS, BIniss3EiRdin

/ BhESEBSPENERE
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In view of the increasing global stretch of China and the
need to improve cultural exchange and people-to—people
interaction across the world, CCNU took part in the 2015
Education Exhibition on Studying in China at the Confucius
Educational Center, Mongolia. The Vice Dean, College of
International Cultural Exchange (CCNU), Mr. Zhou Bo and Mr.
Li Zhi represented the university.

The goal of the exhibition was to meet with and showcase
fo potential students, and other relevant stakeholders the
opportunities,and challenges of studying overseas. In order to
aftract participants and members present at the exhibition, Mr.
Zhou Bo, explained and presented the steps and procedures
on how to apply, and gain admission with varieties of
scholarships at CCNU.

[BiEFHENRE. BB, SIEHRENE LR/

201525 26HZ3R7H, BEXRAIRiR. €XHE
DREZAED. NERF=ZWEIEEE . BHtEIMFEEL
K—FhaTE=E. e, #E. RxipaiAEHitEFD
MSHET, BEREINRHEID, THRABENHEBRSE
xR, SERREHIISELCEHIME, LRSI E=E0
ZFTAEIEHTING, H—SHEm S BRAERERSTINN
HENEESRER.

From the 26" February to 7" March, 2015, Mr. Zuo Bin, the
Dean of the College of International Cultural Exchange,
accompanied by Mr. Luo Jian and Ms. Li Xiaoxian, visited
Thailand, Indonesia and Singapore, in partnership with the
leaders from the Overseas Chinese Office.

The objective of the visit was to promote
the good image of CCNU and other
universities in Hubei province,China. The visit
was also fo strengthen the bilateral relations
between the universities and political leaders
on integrating, teaching and leaming Chinese
as foreign language in their curriculum. There
was also emphasis on promotion of bilateral

.

SUNGSHIN'S GLOBAL NETWORK
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Between the 12"and 16"of April, the Dean of the College of
International Cultural Exchange, Mr. Zuo Bin together with Zuo
Shuangju, Ji Yanyan, and Dong shan, from the Foreign Affairs
Office, were in South Korea as part of the efforts to reach out to
more international students. They seized the opportunity to pay
a visit to the Chinese Embassy in South Korea.They also
participated in an educational fair, which took place between 13"
and 15"April in Seoul and Busan. The fair was attended by
nearly 20 Korean institutions and nearly 60 students, who were
interested in studying in China.

student and staff exchange programs in HFHIHEAFERAERFRORRE CIFERRECERS. SXHEhNE=ZaEI.
particmarr and education and cultural |E‘J$\ EDF‘L';\ %ﬁﬂﬂf&a iﬁ[ﬂﬁﬁfﬂjt—iﬁ% iRE%I{Iﬁ#%EU&‘}E\ ;Eﬁjtﬁﬂ‘fﬁﬂ'}ﬁl%ﬂﬁ

exchange programs in general.

—OAFFEFREE TOIBONESE —ThRTHEE. B, K, FENRImKHH
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CCNU STUDENTS DONATE:-- —
As Deadly Earthquake Rocks Nepal from 25" April to 20" May, 2015

‘2015F4ARE5RMAE, —ERIEFERRIEMMESE TSR TR
ZE—TIRR, REPMERAFEHABREIZE. Mk, 4 EPJW;‘B?(—?LIBTSZ{%x;m
FIRNBFHARFEERR T — SN ENARE ERRIEFEERRE.

Nepal was subjected to the wrath of nature from the 25" April to 20" May, 2015. The country was struck by varied magnitudes of
earthquakes within the period. It all started with a magnitude 7.9 earthquake on 25" April, 2015, which was followed by 7.3 and 8.0 on
the 12" and 20" of May respectively. The periods between these major quakes, experienced several aftershocks, resulting in
immeasurable human and material cost. The mountainous country is still reeling from the natural disaster that claimed over 8,000 lives
and left nearly 9,000 dead across the country. Experts say it will take years to rebuild Nepal's fragile economy. To extend a helping
hand to the people of Nepal, students of Central China Normal University and the office of Intermnational Cultural Exchange launched a
fundraising drive to help rebuild Nepal, support survivors and aid the reconstruction programs.

ALWAYS
DCCNL

No gift is small on earth
When one is in need

Many organizations, nations and governments have already
extended help to Nepal in the form of food, water, sanitation and
psycho-social support to the people most affected by the
earthquake.

The Yang Leifeng Volunteers Association ( #IHi¥S#EEER
5PN ) together with the management of international student affairs
and Nepal students at CCNU, spent their time and effort to raise
money to facilitate the campaign to rebuild Nepal and help
survivors., A three day fundraising program was organized, from
13" to 15" May, 2015. The event took place in front of building 5 and
6 of the international student dormitories and aftracted over a
thousand students. The initiative is timely and showcases the
respect and love we have for one another as international students,
frue to Central China Normal University philosophy.

Thanks to commitment of the good people of the international
office and students, the fund-raising campaign was a resounding
success and it feels proud to be a student of CCNU.

FARTHOU AKI
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Nepal Donations
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To raise further funds, the Bormeo Child, a
Malaysian Band was invited by the school to help in
raising the fund. This event was held on May 22
with members of Bormeo Child (Malaysian Band).
There were various performances by the band and
international students. The song that stole the show
on the day was "the moon represents my heart”
The thrilling atmosphere was strong enough to help
people defied the rain to stay and watch the
performances.

ALWAYS
DCCNL
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Blood transfusion is important to modern healthcare delivery.
Yet, getting blood donors can be difficult. On Friday, 29" May, 2015,
members of the Yang Lei Feng volunteers Association, staff of the
international student office, Students of Central china Normal
University and staff from the Wuhan Blood Donation Center,
mobilized and coordinated both foreign and Chinese students to
donate blood, in order to save lives.

This is the third successful blood donation campaign organized
by the association in collaboration with the international students
office. It was a rainy day but the students came out and donated
blood for a good course.

When asked why they decided to donate their blood, most of the
students gave similar reasons such as “l would like to do something
noble” or “Ijust wanted to save a life” . These words express well
the duty we have fo care for one another. A Ghanaian student was
quoted saying, “l feel happy to donate blood because | know that
one day, somewhere, someone's life wil be saved” . Viva blood
donors, Viva the LEI Feng Volunteers Association of Central China
Normal University, Viva Central China Normal University.

2015658290, “FHE" TRENSTEHREENTEFEL
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The Institute of Political Science of CCNU organized a series of seminar presentations aimed at allowing foreign students to discuss
various topics on international relations with their Chinese counterparts. The topics discussed cut across China's relation with various
regions and countries including South East Asia, Africa, America, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Malawi, amongst others. The last seminar was
on Sino-African relations and three PhD students presented on the topic  “China in Africa: Win-Win Cooperation or Neo-colonialism” .The
first presenter, Maria Barbal Campayo from Spain contrasted China’ s actions in Africa with some Westermn powers. Her conclusion was
that the accusation of neo—colonialism cannot be sustained against China. The second presenter, Ishmael Kwabla Hiovor from Ghana,
takes a historical look at Sino—-African relations and concluded that Sino-African relation has strong historical root, that FOCAC was
instituted to provide an institutional mechanism for further cooperation. The last presenter, Brown Katobosola, highlighted the role of traders
in promoting China-Malawi cooperation. He pointed out that Malawi and China are locked in a win—win cooperation.

IPS SEMINAR ON
AR BRERENIS?

2015555 28H, TEEBIENENENBKEE
SLINEZ(T 7 E UM “ &7 UEFRIo) R E BB
(Seminar) * . ARHIEEBIB T =(EHFE.
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Ishmael Kwabla Hlovorfl 5 #i 4 £ AY Brown
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Maria Barbal Campayo, BUAZFRFIRETIE
B®A, REISE— 1 EHA, SHKERFRZESRE
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E_fEH Alshmael Kwabla Hiovorst/E3k15
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AR PIESIEICIZAIAZ, HELAPIEEREH
Bt 7T — P HIEESR.

Brown Katobosola@B=1FHA, BETEREHFR. SOAEHEFRHEHRSERXRESFRRE. ME—mHEh (FES
AEMRSED ) AR EFERLUFTESSHENRZXZAMHTER. TRENERE, ERRSTFENNESIE TS, EENT
ENRRERIRANEE.
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THE 54™ INDEPENDENCE
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF SIERRA LEONE,

2015 AT CENTRAL CHINA

 porrmn |

ZENA BRI 54 E) S

1

NORMAL UNIVERSITY
- IREE

The Wuhan chapter of the Sierra Leone
Students Union in China (SLSUC) hosted their
National Day on 27" April, 2015. The theme of the
celebration was: “THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC
IMPACT OF THE SINO-SIERRA LEONE
RELATIONSHIP, 1971-2015" .

The official program was climaxed with a
presentation by Mr. Robert Koroma, who is the
Second Secretary of Chancery at the Sierra
Leonean Embassy in China. According to Mr.
Koroma, Sierra Leone established diplomatic
relations with China on 29" July 1971. It is a
relationship that is rooted in mutual support for
each other over the years. Sierra was one of the
African countries that supported and voted for the
reinstatement of the Republic of China (PRC) to
the United Nations (UN) in 1971. Sino-Sierra
Leone relationship is based on mutual respect,
respect for sovereignty and mutual development.

A BEBLLFAEREA (SLSUC ) RIRHET2015F4827H, HEPIFEAFERRZEEXK, EHA “1971FE20155F+

EXFIHRLEFN” .

TH BRHEAFRD A E—BICPETE TR SRR, ERASSPERZT1971E7H298, WHBERIEEIT.
EHBERHP—MEOMFRESHFPEERKSENIENER . RENRIFAREZETERSEFTRIEREEREEM .

Celebrating in glamour
% I POET B AR B E))

There was a trip to the Zhong Shan tourist park in Wuhan
on 26" April. This was followed by a football match between
Sierra Leonean students and other foreign nationals at the
CCNU sports stadium.

4H26H, #|EMNBFEHATRNPU R, ZE
L IPARA B IR S EERIEFHT T —InERtE .




The diverse and rich African culture was on display in CCNU on 30"
May, 2015 when the Student Union of Mali organized the Mali Cultural
festival at the Basement (Building 6). The aim of the event was to provide
an opportunity for African students fo know one another and to have
cultural exchange. African students from the various Universities in
Wuhan presented different performances on the night.

CCNU boasts of one of the most entertaining educational
environments in Hubei province. The enterfainment centers
produce a climate of joy and pleasure all year round. “The

MAL' 201 5 CU LTU RAL FEST'VAI— . Basement” is one of the most popular sports and entertainment
centers in the university. It is a lovely recreational center located
under the Interational student's dormitory (Building 6) basement;
AFRICAN CUSTOMS IN CCNU hence it is given the name “the basement.” It was opened in May
2014 and this year during the month of May (12"-15"), it celebrated

%2201 5%E¢__HEWNEE$“E its one year anniversary.

There was exceptional attendance from students during the

2015458308, HENDBE24EL T, EEhIfEASER celebration period. All members of staff of the basement were very
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When we talk about Russia, what's your general impression about this beautiful
country? On this topic, we interviewed a Russian student who is the current manager of
the basement. She has also had excellent hosting performances in CCNU. Kulkatova
Dinara, was born in Russia, and lived in the Russian town of Astrakhan. She started
learning Chinese when she was still studying in Russia, and continued to pursue her
dream in CCNU at the age of 18. Now, she has completed her major and awaiting her

graduation as at the time of this interview.

“Carpe Diem”is a Latin aphorism, which
means “seized the day” , is her motto about life,
which also encouraged her to seize every
opportunity that comes her way.
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Ms. Tey, popularly known as Ah Bin was the first manager of
Basement. She is a highly determined and strong-willed lady with
great inner strength, notwithstanding her physical looks. After her
graduation from CCNU last year, she has been working as a
lecturer in New Era College, Malaysia. She has been active and
result oriented, just as she was in CCNU. She takes every
challenge as an opportunity to leamn, grow and improve. She
always tries her best to overcome those barriers as she believes

there is a reward in overcoming them.
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INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION

. Sri Lanka and China:
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Culture is an important aspect of any group of
people. While each society or human community has a
unique culture, some societies share similar cultures. This

paper looks at the cultures of Sri Lanka and China. It identifies great similarities in
the cultures of the two nations. Fundamentally, both China and Sri Lanka are
nations of religious pluralism and religion plays a significant role in the social
construction of both societies.
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Culture is, overall the asset of a group. It is a
pattern which is invented in the group's history in
order to deal with the problems arising from the
interactions among the members of the group and
between them and their surrounding environment. In
fact, these responses are regarded as the correct
way to perceive, feel, think and act. New members
of the community learn the culture through
immersion and teaching or through the socialization
process. Fundamentally, culture determines what is
good or bad, acceptable or unacceptable, significant
or not, feasible or unfeasible. Thus, according to
socio—cultural anthropologists, culture is the complex
whole, which includes knowledge, beliefs, arts,
morals, law, customs or any other capabilities
acquired by man as a member of society. In this
short essay, the authors explore what factors, mainly
caused the formation of culture in both Sri Lanka and
China.

Major differences and similarities can be seen
when comparing the cultures. People around the
world have similar vital needs. However, people
communicate with different languages, eat different
foods, wear different dresses and follow different
values and customs. This is called cultural diversity.
What causes these differences? Initially, it is the
geological and geographical factors that influence its
origin. In other words, it is really cause by the natural
environment. However, cultural diffusion diminishes
the cultural differences in the contemporary world.

China was one of the four houses of the first
civilization of the world. The country has a history of
nearly 4,000 years. Through centuries of migration,
merging and development, it has formed a distinctive
system of language, writing, philosophy, art and
political organization, which became known as the
Chinese culture. Thus, its culture is one of the oldest
and one of the most complex cultures of the world. It
has been influenced by its long history and its
various ethnic groups whose customs and traditions
vary greatly according to geographical area.

China consists of 56 ethnic groups. The Han
Chinese is the largest ethnic group representing

some 91.2% of the total population. The other 55 ethnic groups
are, therefore, referred to as minority ethnic groups or
minorities. China is a country of religious pluralism. The main
religions are Buddhism, Taocism, Islam, Christianity, Judaism
and other smaller religions. Confucianism was the dominant
force for centuries. However, after the fall of the Qing Dynasty,
the last feudal dynasty, Confucianism, which was seen as the
product of feudal society, lost its dominant position.
Nevertheless, its influence persists to this day.

Besides Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism also played
important roles in ancient China at different times. However,
nowadays most Chinese are atheists. Buddhism is the largest
religion in China, with a history of about 2,000 years. This is
followed by the Islamic religion, which is the second largest
religion. It is popular among minority nationalities such as the
Hui and Uygur. Christianity and Catholicism also have some
following among Chinese.

Despite the regional diversity, China is also dominated by
the Confucian and Buddhist value systems. Buddhism spread
fo China in the first century AD. Confucianism was internalized
to Chinese life. The Han Dynasty was the first dynasty to
embrace the philosophy of Confucianism, which became the
ideological underpinning of all the authorities until the end of
dynastic era. It has been the ethical and philosophical system in
China since its founding over 2,000 years ago. It is a complex
system of moral thought, a religious quasi—social behaviour,
and political and philosophical thinking, which had enormous
influence on the culture and history of China. Confucianism
emphasizes self-restraint, good relationship with others and
mutuality to promote social harmony. Confucianism advocates
respect for hierarchy and emphasizes loyalty to authority, the
family, spouse and friends to keep society in good condition.
Confucianism also urges all people to strive to be perfect
gentlemen, and humanity is to all people. Confucianism has not
only been embedded in the Chinese culture but also laid the
foundation of it.

Sri Lanka, known as the Pearl of the Indian Ocean,
belongs to the South Asian region. It has 2500 years of
documented history. This is proven by modern archaeological
survey and historical books like Mahawansa (Great Genealogy)
and Deepawansa (lsland Genealogy). Until the European
colonization in the early 15" century, it was ruled by the
monarchies. Sri Lanka was colonized by the Portuguese, the
Dutch and the British respectively. The monarchical system
entirely collapsed in 1815 with British colonialism. Several
centuries of intermittent foreign influence have transformed the
culture of Sri Lanka to its current form. However, the ancient
fraditions and festivals are still held by conservative majority
Sinhalese and Tamils in the island, along with other minorities.
The Sri Lankan Tamils, mainly Hindus, live in the northern
section of the island, while the Sinhalese, who are
predominantly Buddhist, live in the south. Sri Lanka consists
mainly of three ethnic groups, Sinhala, Tamil and Muslims.
Sinhalese is the largest ethnic group, representing 73% of the
fotal population. The other groups are, therefore, referred to as
minority ethnic groups, or minorities. Sri Lanka is a country of
religious pluralism. The main religions are Buddhism, Hinduism,
Islam and Christianity.

According to historical sources, Viaya who was the

grandson of an Indian Prince, Vangain of northern India came
along with 700 of his followers to Sri Lanka. He established
himself as ruler with the help of Kuveni, a princess of a tribe
known to be worshiping demons. They probably captured the
vilages and established themselves as rulers. For instance, the
current city of Anuradhapura was known as Anuradhagama, a
vilage named after one of the princes who came with Prince
Vijaya.

With the introduction of Buddhism in 3" Century BC, Sri
Lankan rulers followed Buddhist principles in governing the
country. Accordingly, the ten royal rituals of Buddhism were
expected to be followed by the rulers. The Kings were not
considered as gods, but ordinary men, who worked for the
welfare of the people under them according to Buddhist
principles.

The architecture of Sri Lanka shows a rich variety of forms
and architectural styles. Buddhism had a significant influence on
the architecture, since it was introduced to the island in the third
century from India. According to historical narratives, different
kinds of specialists in the areas of agriculture and irrigation, art,
architecture, sculpture and literature arrived on the island along
with the advent of Buddhism. Monasteries, temples and other
religious edifies were built; first carved from stones and later
brick and mortar as a residence for Buddhist monks. Huge
pagodas were built to fix the relic of the Buddha. These
religious edifies were decorated with a rich heritage of sculptural
forms. Interior of temples were decorated with images of
Buddha demonstrating his life circle. So that Buddhism was the
most influential factor in the formation of Sri Lankan culture.
One inscription points out that the Sri Lanka king must be
Buddhist, no one can come to power without being a Buddhist.
Still this unwritten rule remains in the country. It shows the
extent to which Buddhism is embraced the county.

In the Kandyan period, which is the last monarchy, the
caste hierarchy ran more or less parallel to a feudal social class
structure consisting of an aristocracy (Radala caste), free
peasants (Govigama) and those who provided hereditary or
traditional caste services of one kind or another. This cast
structure based on the aforesaid migrants specialist who
migrated with Vijaya transformed to a caste stratification system
and identified fourteen caste hierarchies from aristocracy to
lowest caste (Rodia). This system showed significant influence
from the Indian caste system.

Both the Chinese culture and Sri Lankan culture are
enriched by religious virtues. They, therefore, display similarities.
While Chinese culture developed with Confucianism and
Buddhism, Sri Lanka developed only with Buddhism. So that
religious rituals and some customs in both countries show
similarites. China being a huge country displays to some
extent cultural diversity unlike Sri Lanka, which is only about
25,332 sguare miles and has not developed such culture
diversity. Both societies have been heavily influenced by
religion. Though most Chinese are now atheists, religious
virtues still inform Chinese social relations.

Writers:
Edirisinghe Mudiyanselage Samantha Ekanayake

Kotuwegoda Palliha Guruge Chamini Kumari
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Chinese Diplomacy Policy

The Tiananmen Sguare Massacre unveiled to this
day that the Chinese society has undergone a series of
imperative major events that have brought unprecedented
changes to China, in most areas, and these changes wil
continue to have a profound impact on China and the rest
of the world at large.

During the past twenty years, the 21" century has
been dubbed the ‘Pacific Century’ , for the 20" century
was termed as the ‘Atlantic Century’ because the
centre of civilized shifted from Europe to the United States.
Personally, | think it may be too early to say the Pacific
Century is coming but | foresee it will materialize in the near

peace and prosperity to the Asia region as a whole.

For China future reconciliation efforts with Japan,
personally | think both China and Japan do not only need
to cooperate politically and economically, but also need to
work together in areas of culture, art, philosophy, literature,
cultural psychology, history and even joint scientific
research and cooperation. And the cooperation should not
be limited to government level or a government-led civil
business to business level. Unfortunately, we know that
reconciliation is the pre—-requisite for cooperation. But
under the current conditions, a comprehensive
reconciliation would be very difficult, unless the historical
hatred between China and Japan can be melted off
overtime, each country must exercise more tolerant and
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future. Notably, during the shift from one world centre to inclusive value system that would definitely help to unknot

increasingly more important in recent times. Among the
Pacific Rim countries, the most important ones are the

35

As China's economy
continues growing, it will
certainly transform China into
a great power geopolitical
player in the international
system in future. In practical terms, this means
China will attempt to dominate Asia in the way
the United States dominates the Western
Hemisphere, while ensuring that no rival great
power dominate the same region. This article
attempt to expound on some political-
economic imperatives on how China can use it
great geopolitical diplomacy and economic
power to help achieve regional collaboration
and harmonization amongst the Pacific Rim
countries, the most important countries are
United States, China, and Japan., to bring the
21" Pacific Century to reality in future.
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United States, China and Japan. The relations among these
three countries will determine the exact arrival of the so-
called Pacific Century. But things cooled down when crisis
hit.

From the modern geopolitical perspectives, Sino-
Japanese relationship between China and Japan is
extremely important, especially after the inception of the
Chinese Communist Party regime. It seemed in Mao
Zedong and Deng Xiaoping era, they both had adopted
the strategies of cooperation with Japan, and also
implemented a balanced diplomacy because they had
enough authority to do so. However, in recent times any
instability within the Communist Party, particularly during
periods of power struggle intensification, we often see
China’ s relationship with Japan cooling off. However, it is
important to understand that the Sino—Japanese relations
would determine whether Asia (namely East-Asia and
Southeast Asia) can enter a new era collectively and bring

The Chinese Gold Market

In 2015, we can see the strong Chinese domination
of the gold market. This year China took steps to rattle
gold markets. It seems that the Chinese is being in love
with Gold. The country has currently Lobbied herself to be
included in the International Monetary Fund's reserve
currency, and gold has a lot to do with this process.
Estimates say China has massed thousands of tons of
gold reserves that will rival the United States in future.

According to Simon Mikhailovich, managing director
at Tocquevill Bullion Reserve, “it is the Chinese view that
all great currency have gained prominence in same
measure because of the hard asset reserves the
government standing behind the currency holds. Gold
reserves both from the government and reserves held by
the population are key factor for economic security for
them.” According to the World Gold Council, the Chinese
quest to increase both private and public holdings, has
overtaken South Africa as the World's largest gold
producer, and by 2013 has become the World’ s biggest
market for gold. Estimates suggest that investors and
consumers have brought 259 metric tons of gold in 2013,
which had exceeded the mines production of 430 tons.
But that is not enough, China also imported additional
1,540 tons of gold through Hong Kong, according to Xu
Luode, Chairman of the Shanghai Gold exchange (SCE).

The Shanghai Gold Exchange is taking another step
toward controlling the gold market. According fo Reuters,
China plans to establish a new standard gold price for the
physical metal, a so—called fixing for 1 kilogram bars (32.15
troy ounces) it trades its futures exchange because of
dissatisfaction of the current London Bullion Market
Association (LBMA) auction by a group of banks.

In my opinion, the Chinese has a problem in taking
control of physical gold by introducing its own price fixing
mechanism because the LBMA auction price is achieved
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by a group of banks. The price for physical gold is determined
in markets. In reality, “you don't have to have physical gold to
affect the price. You don't even have to want it, you can just do
it through financial operations,” says Mikhailovich. This price
setting in this way contributes to lack of transparency and may
leads to some distortions in the market.

On the other hand, the showing of higher number of tons
of gold in reserve and it higher price do help the Chinese to
create a real market that reflects demand and supply for
physical gold because of the skewed relationship between
paper and physical, this will likely also lead to higher prices for
the physical, bypassing the futures trading on the New York
Futures Exchange Comex and obscure price setting
mechanism at LBMA. China's participation in the physical gold
market will help boost their portfolio and have to keep long
inventory at all time. In doing so, it helps to maintain a vibrant
physical market rather than paper gold and to prevent any
tactical manipulation of the paper gold price in the market got its
own merit.

Chinese Off—shore Property Investment

The Chinese have frillion reasons to invest in New York
real estate. For the wealthy Chinese, price does not matter, be
it luxury goods or real estate. Chinese investors have paid cash
rather than take out mortgages or loans, following the footsteps
of bilionaire Alexander Rowt, the all-cash buyer of 14 Wall
Street. But when it comes to real estate, the rich Chinese form
insurance companies like Ambang Insurance Group, which
brought the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York City for US$1.95
billion last October. The Chinese insurance companies are the
main driving force behind Chinese investment in real estate,
which totaled US$3.3 bilion in 2014. Unlike some of the
domestic players, wealthy Chinese are more wiling to pay
these higher prices, ever since China relaxed guidelines on
outbound investment for institutional investors in 2012.
However, “the Chinese total investment is still less than 10

percent of New York's US$55.4 bilion, the world's largest
investment” as reported in Epoch times 2015.

In addition, the Chinese institutional investors have to look
for a trade-off between risk and retum, and if the retum is
roughly the same in China and United States, then the United
State has lower risk profile, according to the Association of
Foreign Investors in Real Estate, the United State is at the top
of the list: safety, security and return potential makes it a
compelling target for the US$1.44 trilion best-in-class assets
the Chinese insurance industry manages today. “The yield is
at the four percent range, which is the same as what they
getting at home.” said Janice Stanton, managing director at
Cushman &Wakefield, a global real estate services firm.

The strong fundamental of the Chinese insurance
companies to hold fixed income securities and less equity in
their prudent portfolios investment are good strategies for even
individual markets and funding the best investment and by
hedging of risk of portfolio management is diversification both in
terms of asset class and in terms of geography. However, in
the recent Chinese real estate market volatiity has taken a
dive, with prices faling 5.7% on average as compared to the
biggest markets in United States like New York have recently
retaken their 2007 highs. Although the financial crises hit the
real estate pretty hard throughout United State, New York was
largely unscathed. In this scenario, the insurance companies
and Chinese developers are determined looking to diversify and
fo start joint ventures with US companies like Vantone Holdings
Co., which is jointly developing two residential real estate
properties in New York City so as to diversify and smoath that
volatility, and even understand that investing in the United
States is not without risk.

Ironically, even a downturn in the economy and a decline in
rental income do not force cash Chinese buyers to sell, so
prices should remain at least stable. | think another compelling
reason is that many core Chinese investors are reluctant sellers
because they don't know what they can replace it with. This
evidence shows the Chinese investors have strong holding
power that provides some form of stabilization measure.

China Economic Growth Re—balancing

The recent global economic crisis not in particular, the
common causes is quite multiple: real estate bubbles, global
saving gluts, international trade imbalances, exotic financial
confracts, sub—prime mortgages, unregulated over-the-—
counter markets, rating agencies’ error, compromised real—
estate appraisals and complacency about counter party risks.
However, the complexity and violate macroeconomic models
still could not sufficiently systematize the boom and bust of
economic—crisis for accurate prediction.

rule on currency risk, notably she perceive Asian investors to
be less worried, because the Yuan and Hong Kong dollar are
linked to the US dollar. While this is correct, the recent move by
the Swiss Central Bank to unlink the franc from euro shows that
investors need fo be careful nonetheless, especially as China
moves toward making its currency more international.
Simultaneously, the rising China can help rebalance its regional
economy by reducing its inter—regional exports and increasing
intra—regional consumption and activity in the non—tradable
sector in accordance to the global financial rule.

Accordln Rebalancing scenario, 2013-22
g Charles P. | pexemotcor Rebalancing targets
. 50
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development of crisis had very similar characteristics, beginning
from investor's manias in the rush for speculative profits. The
speculative investors then became hyperactive and
disorganized. They jammed in and generate economic bubble
sector with massive investment inflows. They would certainly
enjoy a short period of speculative, pyramiding process. But
once there were a series of defaults then the bubble burst, they
panic and tried to pull out their investments to minimize their
damages. Hence the clashes were inevitable. Historical studies
of economic literature and economic reasoning on the cause
and cure of economic crisis has always been controversial.

The rise of China as the largest foreign exchange surplus
from accumulator has aggravated the surplus deficits gap
between Asia and the United States at large. There is no denial
that the global economy is horribly out-of balance, with the
United States going deeper in debt each year as a result of
huge trade deficits. These imbalances ulimately reflected the
accumulation of excessive international liquidity by the US,
stemming from excessive savings by countries like China. This
spurred an unsustainable consumption boom, as well as
unwarranted risk—taking by consumers and financial institutions
which contribute to distortions and bubbles in the global
financial markets that were the preconditions for the current
crisis.

Historically, economists always believed the Yuan would
have to go up against the dollars if it floated freely, but recent
evidence suggests it could actually go down, which would favor
overseas investment. In terms of currency risk, China changes

China Climate Change

At present, climate change has become widely accepted
as threat to humanity. The major root cause is anthropogenic
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) that emitted during the past centuries
to accommodate economic growth and fuffill materials needs as
well as ensure better living standards. Resulting from human
activity, the problem, therefore, urgently requires cooperation
among members of the global community to mitigate GHG
emissions in order to stabilize CO, concentration in atmosphere
at the level of 450 ppm or less and thereby prevent an increase
of the global temperature from exceeding 2 degrees Celsius.
Indeed, if the global temperature rose above such a limit, the
impacts could be disastrous, for example in the forms of serve
storms, submerging of coastal areas and oceanic island
countries, and widespread drought.

The solution to climate change is complicated as issue
involves a trade—off, at national level, between short-term
economic growth and long-term environmental as well as
economic goals. At the international level, the contradictions are
even more salient. Wealthy countries that largely created the
problem in the first place, are less severely affected.
Consequently, wealthy countries have less incentive to tackle
climate change, and it is not an easy task because GHG
mitigation incurs costs in term of slower economic growth, at
least in short terms, even if this does not occur, it requires a
great amount of investment fo change technology and patterns
of energy consumption with increased emphasis on renewable
ones. It is challenging to attempt this, even for the wealthy
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countries, particularly given the current desire for material
wealth. According to Bill Powell reported in the Fortune, a
special report on the toxic shock that China relentless economic
brings with it a downside. Beijing is already the world's larger
emitter of Carbon Dioxide (CO,) gases into the atmosphere.
Coal-fired electric plants—of the sort that provide power to steel
mills like Baosteels massive facility in Inner Mongolia are
primary culprit. China’s role in global warming had been
discussed in 2009 December's UN conference in Copenhagen,
Denmark.

There is no denial that Beijing is already trying to preempt
the inevitable pressure from greener nations by saying that it
will reduce its carbon footprint by 2050. In the meantime, China
should formally support the Copenhagen Accord fo commit to
implement individual or jointly gquantified economy-wide
emissions targets for 2020 and also to adopt the Border
Carbon Adjustment (BCA) initiatives, which was already
implemented by United States in the Waxman-Markey Bill. This
BCA concept is specially developed to tackle the problem of
carbon leakage. China can contribute significantly toward the
mitigation commitment and to help its position in climate change
negotiations. Similarly, China should apply the Group of 77 (G-
77) adoptions, to jointly solve the global problems of climate
change.

Secondary Sparkle

Due to the Chinese unprecedented economic growth and
its soaring domestic markets, China has become a remarkable
major destination for business acfivities in Asia. For Meeting,
Incentives, Conventions and Events (MICE) market, expansion
and innovation appear to be coming from China's second-tier
cities— not the traditional business hubs of Beijing, Shanghai
and Guangzhou. Cities such as Chengdu, Haikou and Qingdao,
in particular, are drawing MICE organizers’ attention of their
impraving meetings and event facilities and infrastructure.

According to South China Morning Post, Charlotte
Middlehurst, “Chengdu, the capital of Sichuan province, is now
china's fourth—largest business travel market. Last year, the city
saw two international luxury hotels opened, with five more
branded projects under way and sated for this and 2016.
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Meanwhile, its airport has become a major interchange for
domestic and international airlines”

By and large, Chengdu has a wonderful geographical
position; it is economic centre of inland market and the most
important window for international communication in the
southwest. The capital has developed rapidly into a city of
fransport and urban infrastructure with everything mice
organizers look for when they evaluate their destination options.
According to Philip Smith, general manager of the Fairmont
Hotel Chengdu, “it has a rich cultural history with many top
attractions and it is famous for its Sichuan food. This makes it a
very appealing experience for conference and exhibition
delegates.”

Another booster to its progress in recent years is that the
national economic policies have supported the economics
progression and brought opportunity to Chengdu's
infrastructure development of the city today. The 2013 Fortune
Global Forum significantly increased the city's global standing
with the opening of the New Century Global Centre as the
world's largest building by floor space, at 1.7 milion square
metres. The Century City New International Convention Centre
has become the leisure and entertainment landmark.

Other iconic events, including the annual China Sugar and
Wine Fair in March, the Chengdu Motor Show in September
and the Western China International Fair in October, have
enhanced its cultural capital. Chengdu is the first city in China to

join the international association of exhibition and events in

January and also in collaboration with Chengdu Municipal
Bureau of Exposition is paving the way for the future to
becoming a member of the international congress and
Convention Association.

For Haikou, the attractions are the Wanda Plaza, Every
Grande Group Cultural and Tourist City, and Mission Hills Lan
Kwai Fong and hosted the International Boat Show and
Festival. While in Qingdao, at Shandong province is popular
MICE destinations, known as the “Pearl of the Yellow Sea”
This city is renowned for its rich historical background, beautiful
coastline and pleasant climate. Tourists flock there for China's
Fisheries and Seafood Expo and annual Qingdao Beer Festival.
The port is an international trade centre facing North Korea,
South Korea and Japan.

Personally, | think with China's relentless efforts to develop
vibrant environment for Meeting, Incentives, Conventions and
Events (MICE) market, in both main city and expansion to
China's second-tier cities — not the fraditional business lures
global companies and mega events to these remarkable major
destinations for business activities in Asia to meet the subtle
shifts of more demanding customers and a greater variety of
functions are hallmarks of a global changing business land
scrape in future.

Conclusion

China will face significant challenges as the Chinese
economic growth is slowing down to 6.5% over 2015-19,
compared with 8.3% over 2011-13, as it seeks to adjust to an
aging population, switches its growth focus from investment
consumption, and copes with agricultural, environmental and
educational issues as reported by Economic Outlooks for
Southeast Asia, China and India 2015.

As a future direction, the prospect of continued slowing
growth in China, along with increased competition in export
manufacturing among Asian emerging economies, poses a
serious threat to the export-led growth model. The potential
external risks created from the changes of United States
monetary policies normalization, the Chinese economic
slowdown, structural policy changes in Japan, and growth
prospects in the Euro area, China's decision to plant an oil rig in
the ongoing disputed territory in May 2014 has provoked fervent
bouts of protest across affected countries. Significant to the
claim of territorial ownership lies in the fact that surrounding the
contested islands in the South China sea are thought to be not
only rich in natural resources of oil and gas but also serve as an
integral waterway for trade, and other domestic risks.

More fundamental reforms are needed to support
sustainable and resilient growth as well as to achieve peace
and stability of the region. At the same time, any poliical
uncertainty would affect growth performance in the region,
offering valuable reminder of the interconnectedness of politics
and economic development. It suggests that China offer a win—
win joint economic cooperation package to solve this crisis
without rising arms smuggle. Lastly, it is hope that China can
help bring the 21" Pacific Century to reality in the near future.

China: Contributions to GDP Growth,
first quarter of:

= Consamption
u inestment
= Nt exports
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A Global Village, a Microcosm of the Universe:

Nicholas and Joy / MBA and BBA-school of Economics and Business Administration (CCNU)

In the year of our lord, two thousand
and fourteen (2014), we realized entering
a world; it's a global vilage, a microcosm
of the universe realized in our first six
months. It's a beautiful home surrounded
by shades of trees and delicately planted
flowers on the Guise Mountain, a nhill
bordering the east and south Lake of
Wuhan City. In autumn, hundreds of
Osmanthus flowers blossom with beauty
beyond measure. Joy and Nic along with
other friends always can't wait to inhale
the aromatic, fresh and pleasant air.

The things that captivated us most
are, living among 2,500 foreign students
from more than 100 countries and about
30,000 Chinese students in a campus we
normally called, Hushia. At the start of the
semester, a lot of activities, games and

sports, keep us alive and makes us forget
the sweet memories of our home.
Although, differences in culture and
language limited our expression and
interaction with friends initially, we become
happier and stronger as we learn the
rudiment of the Chinese language.

Joining the Intercultural
Communication Association (ICCA), open
new doors, to take part in sports and other
social activities. This facilitated our
interaction with Chinese friends and other
foreign students. Some sports and social
activities are new, which needs several
training and practices to perfect.

At the English Conner we normally
meet with students from different
countries. There we often compete with
others in singing, learing Chinese and
English in the form of exchange. The
many visits to touristic sites gave us an
impressive understanding of the rich
history and culture of Wuhan in particular
and China in general.

Our membership of ICCA creates the
opportunity to make new friends from
different countries, departments and
faculties. We are living in a world full of
sweet memories, great people and new
fascinating events every day. We normally
chant--- Different Colours, Different vibes,
and Different countries with Different
cultures, but the same people, one family at
CCNU-College of international cultural
exchange ---

CCNU is now our home. The various
activities that bring races, nations and
cultures together provide and remind us of
the great diversity of our universe. Can
one forget the intercultural festival, which
brings together students from 100
countries (four continents), to exhibit and
showcase their cultures, heritages and

local foods ? It brings home the reality of
God's creation, that all human beings are
the same, but natural difference do exist.

Nonetheless, the first semester
passed quickly and busily. Besides, we
were pretty lucky to meet friends and
brothers to share secrets with, leaming
from one ancther on how to speak
Chinese or English sometimes create
jokes and fun to ease stress.

In the second semester, Joy is quite
busy but seems to be more meaningful in
helping and studying and we took part in
the entrepreneurship competition, and
academic fraining projects. Nic and Joy
work tirelessly throughout the period. The
peaceful environment of CCNU, provision
of international standards learning
materials, backed by its professional
teachers gives us hope for the future.

There is great deal to leam in the
kitchens. Now we can cook both home and
some Chinese food. This we leamt from
friends during our stay in the dormitory in
2014. CCNU is indeed a world full of
endless opportunities, that one can explore.
Thank God we can now cook variety of
meals with sweet and delicious faste

Actually the benefits of leaming the
Chinese language are yet to come to us in
full since there are more to leam. Nic and
Joy wish to share the spirits of friendship by
going beyond imaginations and expectation.

Perhaps, CCNU is the best school to
study Chinese as a foreign language. Our
spirit move when we hear other foreign
students speak and communicate to local
Chinese in the Chinese language,
especially in the market or public places.

Now, it's near the end of my
discovering and imagination. We are looking
forward to the beautiful spring of CCNU, our
home, our school and our global vilage .
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WHY THEY SMILE

Shereka Kim Felix 3E8 / Dominica

| have always been a serious person by nature: Serious
about the gift of physical life, serious about work and serious
about the people in my life; this seriousness (fortunately or
unfortunately) even unconsciously extends to my general facial
expression.

Upon coming to China one of my first observances was of
the smiles on peoples’ faces as they walked through the
streets. It seemed like they were ALWAYS smiling. Whether
they were alone or with a companion, most people smiled as
they went about their daily businesses. My initial reaction was
always: why are they smiling like that? What on God's green
earth could be going on in those minds?

But, being the open minded person that | am, | brushed
incomprehensibility aside and embraced the opportunities to
become a small part of my immediate environment.

After seven (7) years of observation, interactions, joys and
frustrations, | can honestly say that there are many reasons to
smile here:

China is like a boiling pot in which many shades are thrust
together to create unigueness of color. Being in China gives
one the opportunity to encounter people of many different
nationalities; to gain knowledge of many cultures and to
embrace those which fouch one’s heart.

There are many lessons to be leamnt here: from the locals
and other foreigners alike. Being a foreigner in new territory

(especially territory far from that of your own country) gives you
an opportunity to sink or swim; it's a clean canvas, a blank slate
and you are the artist: you can either produce crap or a
beautiful work of art. It's all up to YOU.

In this wonderfully historic country peace abounds. Its
surprisingly low crime rate allows you the safety you need to
feel comfortable and focus vyour attention on all the
environments have to offer: different provinces, different foods,
different weather conditions, different physical features and
different people. Every aspect of China and its culture claims
beauty and uniqueness: from the magnificence of the Great
Wall to the complication of their written language.

It is truly an honor and a blessing to be given an
opportunity to have one's person affected by the physical and
social environments here. Armed with emotional warmth, an
open mind and a strong sense of wisdom one can accomplish
many social and education goals. More importantly, one can
grow and change in a positive direction which can positively
affect not only them, but also those whom they encounter on
their walk through life.

| am not quite sure what the distant future holds for me.
However | know that China will always remain in memory and
hold a small piece of my heart. | don't wonder why Chinese
people smile anymore because now, | smile too (well at least
more than before)
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